Intermediate Storage
Following dismantlement, described in the previous chapter, a substantial period of intermediate storage of the fissile materials will be required, as none of the plausible options for long-term disposition can significantly reduce the stock of excess plutonium for more than a decade. What happens during that period is therefore of critical importance.
As a central part of managing this intermediate storage, the United States and Russia should rapidly make formal commitments that:
1.  specific, agreed amounts of fissile materials from dismantled weapons will never again be used for weapons; and
2.  verification of non-weapons use or disposal will be established in both countries through a combination of bilateral and international safeguards over the storage sites for these materials.
Such steps to subtract fissile materials from the stock available for weapons, with monitoring, would be fundamental parts of the regime outlined in the last chapter, serving the same objectives of reducing the risks of theft and of breakout, and of strengthening arms reduction and nonproliferation.
At the same time, it is not just these excess materials that pose dangers. Urgent steps are needed to improve accounting and security for all fissile materials in the former Soviet Union, and for the United States and other countries to provide assistance in that regard. Stringent safeguards and physical security for fissile materials from dismantled weapons in the United States and Russia can set a standard for a regime for improved management of such materials in civilian use throughout the world.f fissile material from dismantled weapons (representing a very large fraction of those materials) will be declared excess and committed to non-weapons use or disposal. Storage and disposition of these materials should be subject to agreed standards of accountability, transparency, and security. The standards for accountability and security should approximate as closely as possible the stringent standards applied to stored nuclear weapons.
